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Headlines by Rachel McGowan

Plashet Girls Shine at A*

The core purpose of our school is to ensure that our young women are happy and successful whilst at our
school and in their lives beyond Plashet. Whilst exam results are not representative of the whole
experience a young person has in their education, they provide a passport for life and open doors to a
wide range of experiences.

I am delighted therefore to announce that once again students at Plashet School have performed
superbly in their GCSE examinations with 69% (183 students) gaining five GCSEs grades A*- C or better
including both English and Maths. Many of our young women excelled. 129 gained 10 or more GCSEs at
C grade or better and 67 of these gained 5 or more GCSEs at A* or A grade. 28% of all our GCSE grades
gained were at A* or A grades.

I believe our young women have achieved great success because they have shown fantastic resilience in
their learning, never giving up when times were difficult and as a result have overcome the challenges
GCSE courses within a rapidly changing educational landscape present. We are immensely proud of their
outstanding attitude to their learning and the success this has brought them is well earned and will carry
them forward with great purpose in their lives.

At Plashet, education is a partnership between our young women, their families and our staff. I know that
all our now ex-students would want me to offer thanks to their teachers and to their families for the
superb support they have provided, helping to secure their success.

Staffing News

We have a number of new staff joining the school this September as well as a number of existing staff
who have taken on different roles within our staffing structure. Our new staff are: Mr O 6 NSubjdctl
Leader for Graphics & RM), Ms Higgins (Graphics & RM Teacher), Mr Dry (English Teacher), Ms
Dawson (Drama Teacher), Ms Zaheer (Maths Teacher), Ms Boland (PE Teacher), Dr Ibrahim
(Science Teacher), Ms Lee (PE Teacher), Ms Rafiq (Library Assistant) and Ms Khan (Maths Teaching
Assistant). Returning to us after their respective maternity leaves are Ms Ahmed (History Teacher), Ms
Khatun (History Teacher) and Ms Aslam (PE Teacher & Year 9 Assistant Coordinator). On behalf of our
whole community I wish all our new and returning staff an excellent first year.



Important Dates

What follows are important dates for this academic year.

Autumn Term 2015

17.09.15 Year 8 Residential Parents Meeting, South Hall
School finishes at 12.35pm
22.09.15 Year 6 Open Evening 5.00 — 8.00pm
23.09.15 Eid-ul-Adha — School Closed
28.09.15 Year 6 Parent Tours Open Mornings Week
02.10.15 9.15-10.15am each day
07.10.15 Year 11 Parent’s Evening, North Site
Year 7 Parental Engagement Evening
21.10.15 4.15-7.15pm, North Site
22.10.15 Year 11 Boss Day, South Hall
23.10.15 Last day of half-term

Half Term Holidays: 24 ™ October 2015t0 1 ' November 2015

02.11.15 Students return to school

4.11.15 Year 11 6™ Form Transition Event, 4.00-6.00pm, North Hall
5.11.15 Music Technology & Voices Concert, 4.30-5.30pm

12.11.15 Diwali Event, 4.30-5.30pm, South Hall

18.11.15 Year 12 Returners Evening, 4.30-6.30pm, South Hall
19.11.15 Staff Conference

& Non-Student Days

20.11.15 School closed for students

27.11.15 Year 9 Day Visit to France

17.12.15 Christmas Musical Medley, 3.30pm-6.30pm

18.12.15 Last Day of Term & Non-Uniform Day - School finishes at 12.35pm

Christmas Holidays: 19 ™ December 2015t0 3 ™ January 2016
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Spring Term
2015 TH N MC

04.01.16 Students return to school

13.01.16 Year 9 Parents Evening, 4.15-7.15pm, North Site
29.01.16 Year 11 Fashion Show, 4.30-6.30pm

03.02.16 Year 11 Signing Afternoon, 3.45-5.00pm
11.02.16 Battle of the Bands Evening, 6.00-8.00pm
12.02.16 Last Day of Half-term

Half -term Holidays: 13 ™ February to 21 ' February 2016

22.02.16 Students return to school

01.03.16 Year 9 GCSE Taster Day

02.03.16 Year 9 Guided Choices Evening, 5.00-7.00pm

08.03.16 International Women's Day

10.03.16 International Women'’s event, 4.30-5.30pm, South Hall

16.03.16 Year 10 Parents Evening, 4.15-7.15pm, North site

17.03.16 Family Science and Maths Quiz, 5.30-6.30pm

23.03.16 Year 11 GCSE Drama Showcase, 4.00pm

24.03.15 Last day of term & Non-Uniform Day - School finishes at 12.35pm
25.03.16 School Closed - Good Friday

Spring/Easter Holidays: 25 ™ March - 10™ April 2016
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Summer Term
2015 THN MC

11.04.16 Non-Student Day

12.04.16 Students Return to School for Summer Term
ggj’ig until Year 10 Work Experience

iggjig Year 8 Residential Visit to Liddington

27.04.16 Year 10 French Residential Visit

02.05.16 Bank Holiday Monday School Closed

18.05.16 Year 8 Parents Evening, 4.15-7.15pm, North Site
27.05.16 Last day of term

Half Term Holidays: 28 ™ May 2016 i 5™ June 2016

06.06.16 Students return to school

22.06.16 Year 7 Parents Evening, 4.15-7.15pm, North Site

07.07.16 Eid-ul-Fitr, School Closed

13.07.16 Year 9 Transition Evening, 4.30-5.30pm, North Site

15.07.16 Sports Day

20.07.15 Activities Day

21.07.16 Last Day of School Year & Non-Uniform Day - School finishes at 12.35pm




Attendance Matters

I cannot stress how important attending school is. Every student has a target of 98% attendance and you
will see a table below showing you our attendance thresholds for this year. There is a proven direct
correlation between GCSE outcomes and attendance with hours of learning in school lost having a direct
impact upon the grades students achieve. I ask that all parents support the school by ensuring their
daughter is punctual and has either a good or excellent attendance record.
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Attendance Thresholds

2015 -16

% Total Days | Whole Days | Learning
Descriptor Attendance| Attendance| Absent Hours Lost

99% 188 2 10
Good 98% 186 4 20
97% 184 6 30
96% 182.5 7.5 375
Satisfactory 95% 180.5 95 475
93% 176.5 135 67.5
92% 175 15 75
91% 173 17 85
Critical 90% 171 19 95
89% 169 21 105
88% 167 23 115
87% 165 25 125
86% 163 27 135
85% 161.5 28.5 142.5




Results Day at Plashet

Ms George, Deputy Headteacher, coordinates the celebrations whilst
Mr Gachi and Ms Thakor, Assistant Headteachers, prepare for the
doors to open.

PLASHET
ScHooL

2 The results are in
and joy abounds.
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.. gaining 17 A & A* grades.



More successful young women smile for the camera.

So many successes that Mrs McGowan'’s cheeks hurt.

Ms Abena, Assistant Year Co-ordinator, Year 11, celebrates too with
top grades in French.




Year 7 - Week 1

Making the transition from Primary School to Secondary School is never easy, but thankfully our current
Year 7s have shown a true willingness to succeed from their first day, Wednesday 2nd September. They
have begun to make meaningful relationships with peers and staff; taken the challenge of moving around
the buildings in their stride and committed to their first week of lessons. All in all, we are ecstatic with
how Year 7 have settled and Mr Murphy, Ms Abena, all of our Form Tutors and staff are looking forward
to supporting a fabulous cohort of independent young women on their learning journey for the next five
years.

A Year 7 perspective:

"Something I liked about Plashet in our first week before was how welcoming my Form Tutor and the
teachers were. I also liked how the teachers explained things." Maryam Ahad 7H

"I met nice teachers and had the best PE lesson ever!" Haram Ali 7H

"I started to feel more independent and responsible." Raazia Khan 7E

"During my first week at Plashet School all the teachers have helped me and my friends find the way to
our classes and whenever I would pass they would all smile and wave. At first I thought I would find it

weird to be the smallest in the school but all the teachers made me feel welcome." Amna ljaz 7E

"When I went to my science class, which was on a Monday, the teacher said that our class will become
great scientists. On the first day of school I got three commendations!" Samiyah Naznin 7G

"I have made loads of friends who have been able to help me." Precious Ezeama 7G

"In the week that I have been in Plashet I have made new friends in my form class and got to know
them. I have also become more independent." Ghajana Gajendra 7N

"I ve got two commendations. Ive never got lost and | always made it to class on time!"

Safa Abufazal 7N

Miss L Sanderson
Assistant Headteacher



Student Leadership Team

In May we conducted our interviews for posts of responsibility for Year 10 students in preparation for the
2015/16 academic year. Every student who applied gave a fantastic account of themselves and we are
very excited to see how the new Prefect team make their mark on Plashet School as our new Year 11s.

Our aptly named “Dream Team” aims to inspire younger students to take on new and exciting
opportunities to ensure that everyone is happy and successful in their lives.

Aminah Hassan 11P  "Prior to securing the role of Head Girl, I took on many positions of responsibility
within the school. I feel my experiences mean I am well-equipped to take on the challenges we as a
student body will face over the next year. My main aim is to establish a strong sense of community within
Plashet School, where each and every student feels supported and celebrated. I encourage all students to
approach myself, and my team, with any concerns; so together we can improve our learning
environment."

Sahar Asif 11N "I am Deputy Head Girl and I am very excited to work alongside the whole Plashet
School community. I hope to bring out the best of us all over this busy year and as a member of the
Student Leadership Team, I am here to listen and raise the issues that are important for you.”

Meera Trivedi 11G “As a Deputy Head Girl, I want to be able to make a change and ensure that
regardless of what level a student is on, their achievements, but more importantly their progress is
celebrated and rewarded, encouraging them to work harder.”

Iram Farooqui 11P  “As Assistant Head Girl, I'd describe my personal attributes as having confidence,
motivation and diligence in terms of my work. I have been given so many opportunities whilst studying at
Plashet School and I feel that being a Prefect allows me to give back to the wider community.”

Janvi Joshi 11P "I am also Assistant Head Girl and my role involves looking after Year 8 and the Arts
Prefect teams. A focal point for me this year is to ensure that communication can be improved between
students from different year groups. I feel that we have the potential to establish a strong bond, I want
to help others wherever I can.”

Miss L Sanderson
Assistant Headteacher



Aspirations Day

Our inaugural Aspirations Day for Year 10 took place on Tuesday 21% July and immersed the entire year
in university life across five different campuses. Higher Education seems far in the distance, but as our
Year 10 students discovered, with only two and a half terms left at Plashet School an additional two at
Sixth Form if they select to study for A Levels, time is of the essence!

Five different universities hosted between 20 — 100 students and their accompanying staff for a bespoke
day. 20 Textiles students experienced the Lime Grove campus in Shepherd’s Bush and gained an insight
into what studying textiles and fashion at the London College of Fashion entails. They continued their
fashion theme by attending the ‘Shoes: Pleasure and Pain’ exhibition at the Victoria and Albert Museum.
Approximately thirty students travelled some distance on the District Line to reach the University of
Roehampton, around one hundred students travelled to Goldsmiths, sixty-five students went to City
University London and a further fifty spent the day at St John’s College, Cambridge.

Each host university gave our students full access to student ambassadors and tours of their campus. The
experience of visiting a different educational institution, particularly one that is not a school was both
interesting and invaluable for our Year 10 students and many admitted that they found it very insightful.
Comments like, ‘T hadn't considered Cambridge University but after this visit I will definitely.” (Sahar Asif
11N) were plentiful, although our favourite comment has to be, ‘Can I wear my pyjamas to
lectures?’ (Anonymous) !
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Hopefully the students will have started to consider their options for extending their learning beyond
Secondary School and whilst the countless visits families will support over the next few years will be just
as valuable, we hope that we have ignited a spark of interest that will drive everyone’s aspirations even

higher.

Ms L Sanderson
Assistant Headteacher
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Library News

It's the start of a new school year, a time for looking forward and planning for the year ahead.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind parents and students that reading outside of
lessons is crucial to students’ educational progress and attainment. In fact, research carried out
by Oxford University in 2011 showed that reading books for pleasure is the only out of school
activity which improves teenagers chances of getting a professional or managerial job when they
are older.

The Libraries at Plashet have a wide range of fiction titles which are available for students to
borrow and read at home. All Year 7 and 8 classes have a timetabled Library lesson once a
fortnight, but students in Year 9 and above are expected to visit the South Library and select
books in their own time. We hope that parents will support their daughters’ learning by
encouraging them to borrow books and helping them to make time to read at home.

Library staff asked Plashet students to recommend some books which feature new beginnings to
tie in with the start of the school year. Here are some of their suggestions:

North Library (Years 7 and 8)

Whisper by Chrissie Keighery

"I think you should read this because it's about a girl who is getting used to being deaf. She
starts a new school with other people that are deaf, who don't judge her.” Nahida Khoshal 9P

Wonder by R. J. Palacio
“August is different. He starts school for the first time and his new life begins.” Khadeegjah
Bapu 9N

The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan
“Written in the form of a poem, 7he Weight of Wateris about a Polish girl who moves to England
to find her father.” Matilda Wells 9P

South Library (Year 9 and above)

Every Day by David Levithan

“Imagine waking up in a different body every day. It's not as awesome as it sounds. Accompany
A on a tragic journey of love, heartbreak and life.” Parita Patel 10S

Where She Went by Gayle Forman

“Two people try to move on after a horrible tragedy occurs. This is their new beginning but will
they be drawn back to each other? This is the sequel to If I Stay which you should read first!”
Hazera Mirza 10S

Ms A Clifford -Smith
Librarian
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