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Working together to promote & celebrate achievement  

I hope you had a lovely holiday. On behalf of all the staff at Plashet School I would like to wish you and your 

families a wonderful 2016. 

 

January is always an exciting time of year.  It signals the beginning of  a New Year and for Plashet School it 

signals the launch of our new website. Our site has been completely redesigned and can be found at: 

www.plashetschoolnewham.com 

 

We have designed the new website to provide a comprehensive overview of our aims and values, useful 

information and resources for our community.   Our website will always be an evolving work in progress. We 

will continue to update our website regularly.  Please take a moment and navigate through our new website. If 

you have any questions or comments regarding the content contained in our website, please feel free 

to share your views with us via info@plashet.newham.sch.uk 

If 'Father Christmas' was very generous during the holiday and either your or one of your designated 

emergency contacts received a new mobile phone and changed their number, please let us know of the 

change ASAP. This is very important as we will use the emergency contact numbers we have if your child is ill 

or in the event of a school closure.  

As we begin a New Year please can parents remember to park safely and considerately in the roads 

neighbouring our school. Please do not park on the yellow zigzag lines outside the school building on Plashet 

Grove as this causes major congestion.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Due to a term of office coming to a close the governing body has a vacancy for a parent governor. We are 

therefore requesting nominations from parents to fill this vacancy. If you wish to put yourself forward for 

election please complete and return the nomination form included in this edition of Plashet Post by 12 noon on 

Tuesday 26th January 2016. I feel it might be helpful for parents to understand what the role of the Governing 

Body is. I have done this through providing you with some frequently asked questions below.  

What do Governors do? 

Governors work in partnership with the Headteacher of the School and the Local Authority to manage the 

school. Please note it is a voluntary activity and no payment is made for this.  

Their duties include:  

 

¶ agreeing the school development plan;  

¶ deciding how the school budget will be set;  

¶ setting aims for the curriculum (what is taught);  

¶ recruiting senior staff ;  

Happy New Year   

Emergency Contact Details  

Parent Governor Vacancy  

Considerate Parking  

http://www.plashetschoolnewham.com/
mailto:virginia.ruan@oakfnd.org?subject=website%20comments
mailto:info@plashet.newham.sch.uk
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¶ agreeing school policies, e.g. on equal opportunities, health & safety; etc.  

 

What commitment is needed?  

Plashet Governors attend two full governing body meetings per term, plus meetings for at least one sub -

committee as well as and visits to the school. Governing body meetings are held in the evening. The term of 

office for individual governors is up to 4 years.  

 

What support is offered?  

Newham Council is committed to providing governors with training. Newham Children & Young People Services 

has many support services, including Governor Support Services which provides support services to the school 

governing bodies and offers advice. We as a school also provide training about things such as use of data and 

developments in teaching and the curriculum. 

 

Who can stand for election?  

All parents, including guardians, of a child currently registered at Plashet School can stand for the election. You 

need a good level of literacy and numeracy to carry out your duties as a governor.  

 

Who cannot stand for election? 

By law parents who work at the school for more than five hundred hours per year cannot stand for election. 

Elected members of the Council are also not allowed to stand for the election. Following their appointment, all 

governors are asked to sign a form declaring that they are not disqualified from serving as a governor for a 

variety of listed reasons. 

 

How to stand for the election? 

Complete the nomination form and return it to the school office on our south site before the closing date. It is 
recommended you submit a short statement in support of your nomination. It should be no more than 100 
words. If it is longer than 100 words then additional words after 100 th word will be removed. The Statement 
should comply with the law. If there are more candidates than vacancies then a ballot will be arranged and 
ballot papers will be sent to all parents with candidates personal statements.  

If you decide to stand for the election, may we draw your attention to the following points:  

¶ You can nominate yourself as a candidate, but you must be a parent or guardian of a child currently on 

Plashet School roll.  

¶ You need to complete the form and sign it. Please provide full details to make it possible to contact you 

if required. 

¶ A personal statement of not more than 100 words should be provided (a typed version if possible) to be 

circulated to all parents if there is a need to go to ballot.  

¶ This form must be returned to the School office on or before the closing date.  

 

The Closing date to receive nomination form with your personal statement is 12 noon on Tuesday 26th 2016. If 

there are more candidates than vacancies then a ballot will be organised and ballot papers will be sent to all 

parents with the candidates personal statements.  

More information  

For more information please contact Mr Beach, Plashet School Bursar, at school, 0208 471 2418. You can also 
contact Newham School Governing Bodies Support Service on 020 8249 6932 or Email your query to: 
irfan.mustafa@npw.so 
 

Rachel McGowan  

mailto:irfan.mustafa@npw.so
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New Website Launch  

One of the things that Mrs McGowan has wanted to change since arriving at Plashet is the school 

website.  Miss George, Deputy Head Teacher and Mr Gachi, Assistant Head teacher have been working on 

this for the past few months and the new website is now live.  

 

Miss George presented the site to the full governing body on 4 th December and received an extremely 

positive reception and Mrs Papadopoulos, Chair of Governors, commented on how delighted she was with 

the site and thanked staff for all of their input on behalf of the governing body.  School staff were also 

able to provide further comment, input and feedback at a meeting on 7 th December when Miss George 

shared the new site with staff again to positive feedback.  

 

Students have commented that it is fresh, current and easy to navigate, key features that we had at the 

forefront of our minds when designing the site.  We will be ensuring that key dates, news and 

announcements are available through the website, so please do take a look at  

http://plashetschoolnewham.com/  

 

Miss S George  

Deputy Head Teacher  

http://plashetschoolnewham.com/
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On 17th December, 20 year 9 students had the opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament in 

Westminster. Students were taken on a tour of the Palace of Westminster. They had the opportunity to sit 

in on a debate at the House of Commons and saw noteable parts of the Palace such as the Great Hall and 

the main lobby where Lords and MPs were waiting to enter their respective houses. One group even saw 

Lord Blunkett walking past them!  

 

After the tour students participated in a debating workshop in which they learnt all about how to present 

a persuasive argument and were then lucky enough to meet our local MP, Stephen Timms. The girls 

asked some very interesting questions such as if Mr Timms proposed to tackle the amount of betting and 

chicken and chip shops on East Ham High Street. They were delighted to find that he agreed with their 

opinion that there are far too many!  

 

Students returned to school determined to use what they had learnt to win their first Debate Mate 

tournament!  

Ms A Forshaw  

Curriculum Leader for Geography, History & CPHSE  

 

 

Year 9 Visit to Parliament and Tour with Stephen Timms  

Year 9 students with Stephen Timms MP  
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Christmas Bazaar  

In the spirit of the festive season, Year 

11 decided to plan a whole school 

event to involve everyone. A Christmas 

Bazaar was the chosen vehicle for some 

fundraising and each Tutor Group 

selected a small group of students to 

take ownership of one or two stalls. 

The idea was to involve as many people 

as possible without encroaching on the 

Practical Mock Examinations that were 

also happening on Wednesday 16th 

December - a difficult challenge to 

navigate! 

 

The Events Prefects led by Asiya 

Abdullah took charge of organising the 

logistics of the event, supported by the Student Leadership Team. Each of the Tutor Group 

representatives selected and sourced their stall, meaning they had autonomy over their contributions to 

the event. We had a book sale, candle decorations, bespoke lip balm service, festive face art, tombola, 

Guess Olafôs middle name, raffles, a festive Photo Booth, and refreshments. 

 

Years 7 - 10 were invited to be part of the festivities and they fully supported the Year 11ôs endeavours, 

making the event a successful one. Students mingled in their friendship groups, perusing the gifts on 

offer and participating in the fun and games. There was a wonderful atmosphere within our South Hall 

and we were overwhelmed with visitors. In total, £700 was raised from the event and all Year 11 students 

will benefit from the injection of funds into their plans to fund Yearbooks and Leaversô Hoodies for as 

many girls that want them this Summer.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the event - you each contributed so much.  

 

Miss L Sanderson  

Assistant Headteacher  
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Christmas Concert 2015  

If you have been to any of our concerts before, you will know that the Christmas concert is always the 

best. This year was no exception. At the end of the concert Ada from 11N said óMiss! You should charge 

more!ô There was a lot of smiling, laughing and general merriment in the audience. Thank you to 

everyone who came along.   

 

We always try to make the concert a little different each year. This year, we decided to present a mini 

musical! Matilda was very popular, especially with the younger brothers and sisters in the audience.  

 

This year we have a few more Year 7s in the choir and they did absolutely brilliantly.  They came to all 

rehearsals and did a fantastic job on the night as they sang Kirk Franklinôs Smile and Seasons of Love 

from Rent with Archana Rajasundaram  leading them. All students from all year groups are welcome to 

join the choir. The only thing you need is dedication, enthusiasm and a love of singing great 

songs.  The school orchestra opened the concert with Merry Christmas Everyone.  This orchestra is 

mainly made up of Year 8 students but we need more!  Come along and join us on Wednesday lunch 

times if you play an instrument.  

 

Highlights  

The Year 10 GCSE Music class  performed a jazzy take on Silent Night, how the audience were shocked 

when they broke out the Blues! Zoe Lucala  wowed the audience again with a fabulous rendition of 

Adeleôs Hello. It was even better than ever because she had Junior Dance Club  dancing to the song on 

the stage behind her. Another highlight which we cannot fail to mention was Year 9 Band Donôt Askôs 

unique arrangement of ñAll I Want for Christmasò. It was absolutely brilliant! If anyone has a video of 

their performance, please bring it to the Music Department and it will be uploaded to the blog.  

 

The students did a fantastic job and the audience raised £500 for the Music Department! Thank you 

everyone, you can expect some more instruments coming your way!  Thank you to the students for 

learning their parts and attending the millions of rehearsals - I hope you enjoyed it too.  

 

Onwards and Upwards  

ß We will be rehearsing for the International Womenôs Day concert in March.  There is always 

room for new members in all ensembles, so come along and be part of something great!  

ß Get ready for the Battle of the Bands Auditions  on Thursday 4th February 2016 in the South Hall 

at 4.00pm, and then the Newham Battle of the Bands  on Thursday 11th February 6.00-8.00pm 

(google Plashet Music Blog for photos of last years BOTB) Limited tickets for both events are 

available from the Music Department.  

ß Song Writing Competition : Come along Monday lunchtimes to write your own songs. The 

winners will go to a recording studio to have them professionally recorded (see Plashet music blog/

sound cloud for last yearôs winners). 

ß Barbican: A Mass Guitar performance on 11 th  April. If you want to play your guitar at the 

Barbican, come along to Guitar club on Tuesday lunchtimes in B03. 

 

Ms L Carne  

Subject Leader for Music  
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Music Clubs This Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steel Pan Band Rehearsals  

Every Friday 3.35-4.35pm,  North Hall 

 

Song Writing Club:  

Every Monday  lunch time in B03 

Winners will record their songs at a recording studio  

(see Plashet Music Blog for last yearôs studio trip) 

 

Choir:  

Every Tuesday  lunch time 

 

Guitar Club: Tuesday lunch time in B03  

This term they will be preparing to play a concert at the Barbican which will be filled with hundreds of 

Guitar and Ukulele players.  

 

Band Mentors:  

Every Thursday lunch time in B03 

 

Orchestra:  

Every Wednesday  lunch time  

 
ECAM starts 11 th  February ï new timetables will be given out. If you donôt receive yours, 

come and get it!  

 

Ms L Carne  

Subject Leader for Music  
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Year 8 Solutions for the Planet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

óSolutions for the Planetô is about enterprise, sustainability, future skills, partnership and leadership.  

 

S4TP is a National Challenge supported by major companies in the Energy, Utility and Construction sector. 

The main sponsor this year is Tarmac and they provide training for teachers. The óBig Ideas Dayô was held 

in school in December and delivered to the entire year: 8 cohort. The students had the opportunity to 

explore a wide range of environmental issues including, Energy, Water and Waste. They worked in teams 

which developed their skills in communication, research, problem solving and business planning.  

 

The project lends itself to cross-curricular applications and skills and the girls will learn to present their 

ideas to large groups of people. They will have approximately three months to research and develop their 

own innovative solutions to their chosen problems. With the support of teachers and business mentors 

the girls will prepare business plans when they will be submitted in March. An expert scrutiny panel will 

provide feedback to all submissions in April and the most successful will proceed through to semi-finals in 

May and national finals in July.  All Year 8 students who are interested in continuing this project should 

inform their Science Teacher and then see Ms English in F06.  

 

Ms A English  

Science Lead Practitioner  

 

On 14th December 2015, Year 8 students had the opportunity to participate in the Solutions for the Planet 

óBig Ideas Dayô. We were all off timetable for the whole day and in the morning we made our way into the 

South Hall.  

 

We were then introduced to a variety of business people who were willing to share their ideas to the 

younger generation (us). We were told what the Solutions for the Planet day was all about and we were 

told about some of the previous winners of this competition. The leader for this project introduced us to 

the competition and told us that this was the óBig Ideas Dayô session. This was basically the day in which 
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we would think about our ideas and we would start building the foundation for our project.  

 

We were shown a PowerPoint about the criteria for our big ideas and what our groups would need to do 

to be successful. We were told that our ideas had to be on a problem that is currently happening in the 

world and that it should be focused on either one of these topics: Water, Waste and Energy. Our ideas, 

therefore, had to be Achievable, Beneficial and Clever. Once we had discussed and brainstormed various 

ideas in our group it was time to decide whether our project would advance into a service, campaign or a 

product. Then once that was decided in our groups, we had to put together a logo and a slogan for our 

business   

 

Below are a few quotes from our peers on the day:  

 

ñIt was such a great challenge!ò 

ñI felt like I was on the Apprentice!ò 

ñThis was such a good way to get us thinking about what we can do about some of the problems in the 

world.ò 

ñI canôt wait to see what the next part of this competition has in store for us. ñ  

 

The day was an excellent opportunity to build our communicating skills because we were asked many 

times to stand up and present our ideas to the whole group. The day also helped us imagine how hard it 

would be to actually design a product and sell it to people. It also motivated us to want to take part in 

this project and see if anyone of us could actually design a product, campaign or service. We were then 

told that if any of our ideas were good enough they would be entered in to a competition with various 

other schools across London and would then go onto semi-finals and finals. If chosen, our product would 

be could be made or sold. Our campaign or service could actually start and we would be able to start a 

business and donate funds to a charity of our choice or donate it to a service or campaign we are 

passionate about.  

 

On behalf of Year 8 and all the other STEM girls I would like to thank Miss English for allowing us to take 

part in this amazing project.  

  

By Anisah Hussain 8N and Nimrah Anaiyah Ali 8G  

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Solutions for the Planet contôd 


