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Headlines by Rachel McGowan
GCSE Examination Courses more difficult, but whatever our personal view, the
facts are as | describe above. So what should our

Over the next fortnight students in Years 8 and 9 response to this new challenge be?

will be making choices about the GCSE courses
they are going to study during their time remaining e have looked very carefully at the amount of

at Plashet. Like Year 10 they will be studying less time we allocate to every subject for GCSE and,
subjects than Year 11 and those Plashet old girls have from Year 8 onwards decided to allow our
who have left us in the past 4 years. Year 8 will girls to study their GCSEs fc_)r _three years rather
also be the first to formally begin their GCSE than the two years. By restricting the number of

courses in Year 9. Why are we doing these things? ~ GCSES to a maximum of 10 we are ensuring that
our girls have more time to really deepen their

Year 9 and all girls who are younger than them will studies in those subjects. However, the choices
be studying new revised GCSE courses that are students make about how they study are much
significantly more difficult than any GCSE more likely to affect both how successful they are
studied before. Year 11 attheendpfthginggGEcoutses argdhowimych
change and studying just 3 of these more they enjoy the courses as they study them.

challenging GCSE courses in English Literature, _ R _ _ _

English Language and Mat Hs 9ivdas0 wd |d, eodidess fgyd pe ha)
26 and studying a vast ariffaresRonspiity ¢ fordigp studying will be g key g
bel ow are in 6Wave 306 an dactqyjnharsugcess asghg arooresses thepyah e w

revised qualifications. these new GCSEs. Because each student has so

much to learn and because they have to retain it
So what is more difficult about these courses? so much more successfully, the commitment  a

student makes to being curious about their
Whilst this will vary from subject to subject, in learning is much more of an issue than it was
general the ORevi sed GCS ye&arsagoe.Onesokthe kay ehgracterisicsaji r 1 st o
learn in more depth and detail and retain that curious people is that they are willing to keep
depth and detail so that they can demonstrate their ~ going when things get tough . In the new GCSE

knowledge and understanding in final exams at the ~ courses, it is a given that things will get very
end of Year 11. Assessment that occurs during the  tough, so if you are the type of girl who gives up
course (what some time ago was called as soon as things get hard,

6courseworko and more recuceessiuy has been call ed
6controlled assessment6) has been removed and
what this means is that girls have to memorise a New GCSEs require a much morecraftsman like
lot more information and have understood it far approach to studying. Girls who are resilient and
more deeply so that they are able to recall it during ~ Well organised set themselves high standards
an exam. and work and re -work their learning until they

are as good as they can be will succeed. The new
As well as GCSE courses being revised and made GCSEs also require students to becapable and all
harder, Advanced Level courses have also been the evidence we can find shows that capable
revised and increased in difficulty. Our Sixth Form people are the ones that practice the most
providers are becoming clearer as each week goes  successfully, especially when the pressure is

by that students have to have achieved on.

significantly more than in the past in their GCSE

learning if they are to succeed at the new I would like to challenge all our girls, and
Advanced Level courses. Of course, we can all especially those in Cohorts 7, 8 and 9, to consider

have an opinion as to the value of making courses the questions below:



1. Do you commit to Home Study every evening,
whether or not there is a specific task set by your
teacher?

2. Do you complete your Home Study, but only
because mum and dad make you do it?

3. Do you find something that interests you in

every subject | esson or
subjects as you 6donot
4. Do you O6get

especially when you are sitting with your friends?

Noone 6gets distracted?d
something they deeply care about , such as
trying to pass their GCSE courses. However,

What the service does for parents:

After entering essential details into the web site,
the online application process links to the
Department for Education system for checking

eligibility and gives an i
response, and will notify the school.
drbis system is Bein@ provided to endodrage n s 0 me

benefit to schools from Pupil Premium funding, a
substantial amount of which does not reach

wdtloaols bechuseynot alrparents who arg eligible

apply for free meals for their child.

| ip&rents to hpplynand take ablvastage df ftek scloobl f ?
di st r act e dngalsiwhile & thdsameedime ircreasisgdhe s |,

people do choose to focus on things other than the By way of a oO0thank youd to
important learning in which they are engaging, and regardless of individual outcomes, The London
especially when they are not thoughtful enough Grid for Learning (LGfL) would like to provide
to accept that it takes five years at secondary parents of children attending LGfL- connected
school to build-up the knowledge, skills and schools with Sophos AntiVirus software, free of
understanding you need, if you are to succeed in charge, to protect the computers used by pupils at
your GCSEs. Someone really committed to home.
succeeding in their GCSEs will never need to be
made to study 1 the motivation will come from To gain access to this software there is a short
recognising that GCSEs are hard andrequire registration process which will also give you
dedicated study! A thoughtful young woman will access, if required, to other LGfL services and
recognise that getting into good studying habits in benefits that are availabl
Years 7 and 8 is vital if those habits are to see Please be assured there is no catch, no cost and
them through the important three years during no advertising. LGfL (a UK education charity set up
which they will formally study for their GCSEs. in 2001 and owned by Londo
authorities) exists to support education and is
So, when should our girls start thinking about leading this initiative to make it easier for parents
succeeding in their GCSEs? The simple answeris 10 apply for free school meals and to encourage
that if they focus on their studies, as we require the drawdown of unclaimed Pupil Premium.
them to do from their first day at Plashet they will .
be as well-equipped as any young woman to What the service does for schools .
succeed in this much more demanding landscape. As the government is cutting funding for education
it is more important than ever for schools to know
: the number of students for whom they can claim
| ask all our girls to reflect on the challenges . . .
. Pupil Premium funding. These funds enable
ahead, and make sure that they are taking every L : :
; A schools to take on additional staff and invest in
possible step to become stronger students i this is . ) o
additional equipment, resources and activities to
the only route to GCSE success and the sooner you : . .
. : the benefit all children. Please vyisit N
start on this journey the motT, e SYUROHON u | Yl u I
b www.fsm.Igfl.net enterthe necessary details and
ecome. . R
support this worthwhile initiative.
Free School meals and The Pupil Premium Inclusive Education Award
The oFree School Meals /BB dionEth Zaifdo Nidbvi S Suf Hedd G ©
www.fsm.lgfl.net is a web site where parents can . .
. . - who, as Chair of Newham Council's Student
quickly and easily check eligibility for free school . : . L .
e : o Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education
meals and, if eligible, also gain welcome additional .

. . . . (SACRE) is part of a team who have won second .
funding for their childds sc OPI’ nagwn  as  OFUpi
Premi umo I f eligible y Cglace o g A |orr]1al atwar%vp \Ch| raredaises t%osea ccep

: ’ ACRES tfat work hardesta prognotlng the

the free school meals for your child if you wish to
make other arrangements, but we do want to
encourage applications as the additional funding
gained would still benefit education provision at
the school.

growth of mutual understanding between those of
different religious beliefs.



Parentsd Meetings

The Year 7 Parents' Meeting will be held on
Monday 27th March 13.30 - 17.30 pm.

The Year 8 Parents' Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 21st March from 13.30 - 17.30 pm.

Sainsburyds Vouchers

Plashet School is collectingSainsbury's Active Kids
vouchers, please hand these in to the South
Library.

Ms McGowan

Year 8 Netball League T Interform

Below is the league table as it stands. This
includes all matches played up to 22" February
2017. The students have been committed each
week and representing their forms well. Keep up
the good work girls.
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E 5 4 1 0 21 2 19 | 13
N 5 4 1 0 13 2 11 | 13
L 5 3 2 0 9 1 8 11
A 6 2 2 2 8 8 0 8
H 5 2 2 1 6 6 0 8
P 5 2 0 3 4 8 -4 6
G 6 1 1 4 2 7 -5 4
T 6 1 1 4 3 11 -8 4
S 5 0 0 5 0 21 21 0

Below is a picture of 8N, who are currently top of

the league.

Miss Boland and Miss Lee, PE Department




'‘Advice from the Magnificent 7 of How to

Improve in Maths'

It's not unusual for students to find GCSE
Mathematics difficult. Recent changes introduced
by the government has meant that there is now
more content in the curriculum, the questions are
more problem solving based, and grade
boundaries are expected to go up. However, it's
important to realise, that like any challenge in life,
with purposeful practise, determination and
positive thinking, you can achieve what you want.

So let's hear from 7 students who have recently
made big improvements in GCSE Mathematics and
the steps they took which turned things round for
them.

| have been using Mathswatch frequently
and | am dedicated to passing my GCSEs.
I donét give wup if 1| am str
trying until | get it right.
Sidra Khan 11A

\—

Due to the new syllabus in Mathematics, it
has been quite challenging for our year
group to get to terms with harder, more
complex questions. So, in order to tackle
new questions, | first researched about
the syllabus on the Edexcel Maths 9-1
website and tried as many past papers as
possible; both old and new. I tried the old
papers as well, in order grasp a better
understanding and make my foundations
strong. | believe with constant practice,
discipline and persistence, anybody can
achieve their desireld grade
any reason why anyboldy coul
Fatima Afnaan Firthous 11E

~

| thought Maths was one subject | would
never improve in. It is all about changing
your mindset to a positive one. You really
have to think about what could go right
rather than what could go wrong. The key
to success in Maths is never to give up
and always keep trying. Find your areas of
weakness and keep working on them until
you are satisfied with them. If others can
succeed, you can too. There is nothing
stopping you!

Fiza Rana 11P

—

| have been revising on Sundays in the
library on previous topics. | have learnt in
class and am practising questions and ask-
ing for help from people in higher sets.

Iman'Ramzan 11P.

To improve in Maths, | revised challenging
topics with other students after school if |
found any lessons difficult. If not, | taught
other student topics that they found diffi-
cult and | was confident in. This ensured |
was 100% confident because either | was
learning from others or teaching others
which also helped me learn.

Laela Rahman 11S

In order to consolidate my learning, | re-
view Maths watch when | fail to under-
stand a topic e.g. composite functions.
After, | print questions from Corbett Maths
and try to attempt them. When | answer
guestions incorrectly, | highlight the key
points on a post-it as a reminder for the
next time. This really allows me to under-
stand the new and harder topics.

Mehzabeen Hairsoo 11E

To improve in Maths, | practised topics
that were the same grade that | was
working at or, did topics that | did not
understand or was not good at. | did
those topics until | understood what | was
doing and also did past papers based on
those topics. | also watched MathsWatch
videos and did questions that were from
the video. If | still did not understand after
that, | would ask for help from my brother
or friends and if | still did not understand,

I would ask my teacher. What also helped
me was the papers we did in class and the
tests we did. The questions that | got
wrong, | would correct them and under-
stand where | went wrong or why | did

not attempt those questions. Then in
class, we would do the same paper but do
the questions that the whole class got
wrong or was not good at. By doing this,
it helped me to improve in Maths.

Suhailah Sagir 11P



Who Am | ? Match the names of the Book Titles
with the teachers. The winners will be announced
on Tuesday 7th March 2017. Pease come to the
Library to see if you are a winner.

Well done to everyone as this could not be done
with out you all . A big thank you to the Year 11
Students!

| wanted to share some pictures - it was a great
event.

Mr Gachi, Assistant Head Teacher

World Book Day

World Book Day is a celebration! It is a celebration
of authors, illustrators, books and most
importantly it is a celebration of reading. In fact, it
is the biggest celebration of its kind.

This was the 20th year
Day, and on 2nd March 2017 we all got together
to appreciate reading very loudly and very happily.

We celebrated this day by events such as THE BIG
BOOK of 'Explore' 'Experience’, 'Create’ and had a
number of students who came and participated
reading out loud and reading their own written
poems it was a pleasure to see everyone come
and join this event.

Thank you to all students and teachers who
participated and made this day a success some
who are listed below:

Urooj Ubaid 9S
Mugadas Asif 10S
Rugaya Mustafa 9P
Hujayrah illah 7G
Srinithi Neshan 7G
Aysha Aslam 7N
Muneeb Khan - 7G
Syeda Alim - 7L
Haniah Memon- 9T
Afruza Rahman- 10A

All students have been given Book Tokens that can
be used at any local book shops such as WH Smith
and Newham Book Shop. So don't miss out as
there are a number of Books that are £1.00 to
celebrate WBD.

Ms Sohail, Library Resour c:
Along side the event we had quizzes (10 Word
Book Challenge) and competitions all about books
and authors!!



Plashetdos Twist to Panckep tdtheyJewish Mbsednh e

CMD

Pancake Day, or Shrove Tuesday, is the traditional feast ~ As part of their studies on the Holocaust in History

day before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday. Lent is and PRE, students in Year 9 visited the Holocaust
the 40 days leading up to Easter - it was traditionally a  Myseum over the course of the last two weeks of
time of fasting or giving up something for the sake of term. These whole day visits consisted of a

desire and luxury. This year at Plashet, the Learning

Mentors who staff the CMD put a twist to celebrating . . .
Pancake day. The team worked with students to understanding of the Jewish faith and the

consider an aspect of their learning for which they have significance of the Holocaust, such as handling
a fixed mindset e.g. as fl gpatantepjeets, angjearging tawite theia g o |

number of activities desi g

iThatds all | can dod and e hamesiThiebrew. dhethighlighg ¢f theydsits f o r
students to consider a growth mindset statement, a however were the holocaust speakersi real
task to which they took to eagerly. Samples of phrases people who have lived through the events

that the student came up wi sdentsthRPstudiedireclasse Oue studénts.were
think of Plan Bo:; fAlf you dganadddatsdnieofthethirigs tResé pebplethad | me
then try again until you doggdarentehiotwert kebh to ¥k hang well! €t 0'S
try an alternative.o thought out and profound questions which the
speakers were happy to answer. | want to take

To celebrate Shrove Tuesday; the team made pancakes s : i
this opportunity to thank all students in Year 9 for

for the students as a festive thank you for their

contribution. Over 100 students participated as it was their excellent attitudes and behaviour on this trip.
fun, enjoyable and fascinating for them to learn
different faith, religion and values. The students Ail't was absolutely fantast,|
showed an appreciation as well an interest in exploring, witnesses to the Holocaust and they were really
and showing respect for a different culture, faith and open with tihAsmaa9Tst ori es o
religion within school and modern Britain.

w-xumﬁmug nlt was very intriguing, a |

Crowth Mgy ever y elmibadT

iThe survivors taught wus a
Haniah 9T

Mr OO6Brien, Hi story Depart.

Year 10 Theatre Visit to Stratford Theatre

Royal - Thursday 23rd February 2017

The GSCE Drama groups attended the European
premier of the Broadway hi
Sheds Her Chamel eon Skind
music and dance. Assisted by Ms Still, Mr Coombs,

Ms St Louis, Miss Sanderson, Mr Wilson and Ms

Dawson. The students had a chance to meet the

cast, including Ashley Joseph.

The play poses the questi ol
hasndét woken up one day to
be the blond eyed princess or prince? In a world

where black is always trouble i that smiling and

fitting in costs T so you become a chameleoni
changing who you are to fi:

Ms Begum, CMD Manager



