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Introduction 

At Plashet School everyone coming into contact with our students and their families have a 

role in ensuring they are kept safe. Expectations and responsibilities are fully laid out in our 

safeguarding policy.  

Protecting students from the risk of radicalisation is seen as part of our wider safeguarding 

duties, and therefore is similar in nature to protecting students from other forms of harm and 

abuse. At Plashet School, we are committed to safeguarding our students against the risk of 

radicalisation presented by some individuals and groups with extreme or violent viewpoints.  

Further information can be found in the School Safeguarding Policy: 

 Section 8: Safeguarding Students who are vulnerable to Extremism  

 Appendix Four: Indicators of Vulnerability to radicalisation  

 Appendix Five: Preventing Violent Extremism (Roles and responsibilities of Single Point 

of Contact - SPOC) 

 

We are committed to promoting British Values and social integration within our school. This 

includes the active teaching of British Values and the promotion of a range of contexts in 

which students may work and socialise with other people, including those different religious, 

ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.  

 

Further information can be found in the school SMSCD Policy. 

Background 

With effect from 1 July 2015 the Counter-Terrorism & Security Act 2015 introduced the 

‘Prevent Duty’ on schools, colleges and other specified authorities, including local authorities, 

health and police. “to have due regard to the need to prevent people being drawn into 

terrorism”. 

Part 5 of the Counter-Terrorism & Security Act 2015 introduces a specific duty on schools to 

“have due regard to the need to prevent people being drawn into terrorism”. Therefore, 

Prevent statutory guidance has been updated to reflect this.  

At Plashet School everyone who comes into contact with our students and their families has 

a role to play in ensuring they are kept safe. Expectations and responsibilities are laid out fully 

in our Safeguarding Policy (Revised & Applicable from 9th December 2016). 

Definitions 

Advice published by the DfE in ‘The Prevent Duty Departmental advice for schools and 

childcare providers’ (June 2015) refers to building students’ resilience as follows; 

‘Schools can build pupils’ resilience to radicalisation by providing a safe environment for 

debating controversial issues and helping them to understand how they can influence and 
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participate in decision-making. Schools are already expected to promote the spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development of pupils and, within this, fundamental British values.’ 

According to additional DFE guidance: ‘Keeping children safe in education: Statutory guidance 

for schools and colleges’ (July 2015): 

‘Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and forms 

of extremism’ 

While extremism is defined by the 2011 Prevent strategy as: 

‘Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also 

include in our definition of extremism calls for the death of members of our armed forces, 

whether in this country or overseas’. 

British Values are defined as (Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools: 

Departmental advice for maintained schools (DfE 2014): 

‘democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 

different faiths and beliefs’. 

Statutory Duties 

The duty to prevent exposure to extremism and support children and young people against 

radicalisation is set out in the following documents. 

 Counter Terrorism and Security Act (2015) 

 Keeping Children Safe in Education (2015) 

 Prevent Duty Guidance (2015) 

 Working Together to Safeguard Children (2015) 

 The Prevent Duty Departmental advice for schools and childcare providers (2015) 

Non-statutory Guidance 

 Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools: Departmental advice 

for maintained schools (DfE 2014) 

 Integrated Communities Strategies Green Paper (March 2018) 

Ethos 

At Plashet School our school academic and pastoral curriculums promote tolerance and respect 

for all cultures, faiths and lifestyles. We believe we have a duty to protect our students and 

support them to develop the skills to keep themselves safe from those who may wish to put 

them in danger or cause harm. Through a range of curriculum and enrichment activities, we 

actively encourage our students to become active citizens and to close the integration gap.  
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Roles and Responsibilities 

Role of the Governing Body 

It is the role of the governing body to ensure that the school meets its statutory duties with 

regard to preventing radicalisation and the effective teaching of British values within the 

context of the SMSCD curriculum.  

Role of the Head Teacher 

It is the role of the Head Teacher to: 

 Continue to ensure that the school and its staff respond to preventing radicalisation 

on a day-to-day basis. 

 Continue to ensure that the school’s curriculum addresses the issues involved in 

radicalisation. 

 Continue to ensure that staff conduct is consistent with preventing radicalisation.  

 Continue to ensure the school has a designated Prevent lead teacher who is also SPOC.  

 Continue to ensure the school effectively promotes British values including the 

teaching of British values through its curriculum.  

 To ensure the school actively works towards closing any integration gaps by ensuring 

all students have access to opportunities to mix with other people, including those 

different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.  

Role of Single Point of Contact (SPOC) 

 

Plashet School Safeguarding Policy: Appendix Five: Preventing Violent Extremism (Roles 

and responsibilities of Single Point of Contact (SPOC) 

 

The SPOC for Plashet School is Sarah Heath, Deputy Head Teacher, who is responsible for: 

 Ensuring that staff of the school are aware that you are the SPOC in relation to 

protecting students from radicalisation and involvement in terrorism; 

 Maintaining and applying a good understanding of the relevant guidance in relation to 

preventing students from becoming involved in terrorism, and protecting them from 

radicalisation by those who support terrorism or forms of extremism which lead to 

terrorism; 

 Raising awareness about the role and responsibilities of Plashet School in relation to 

protecting students/students from radicalisation and involvement in terrorism;  

 Monitoring the effect in practice of the school’s RE curriculum and assembly policy to 

ensure that they are used to promote community cohesion and tolerance of different 

faiths and beliefs;  

 Raising awareness within the school about the safeguarding processes relating to 

protecting students/students from radicalisation and involvement in terrorism; 
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 Acting as the first point of contact within the school for case discussions relating to 

students who may be at risk of radicalisation or involved in terrorism;  

 Collating relevant information in relation to referrals of vulnerable students into the 

Channel* process;  

 Attending Channel* meetings as necessary and carrying out any actions as agreed; 

 Reporting progress on actions to the Channel* Co-ordinator; and  

 Sharing any relevant additional information in a timely manner.  

 

* Channel is a multi-agency approach to provide support to individuals who are at risk of being 

drawn into terrorist related activity. It is led by the West Midlands police Counter-Terrorism 

Unit and it aims to: 

 Establish an effective multi-agency referral and intervention process to identify 

vulnerable individuals; 

 Safeguard individuals who might be vulnerable to being radicalised, so that they are 

not at risk of being drawn into terrorist-related activity; and 

 Provide early intervention to protect and divert people away from the risks they face 

and reduce vulnerability.  

 

Role of Staff 

All Plashet School staff should understand the issues of radicalisation, be able to recognise 

the signs of vulnerability to radicalisation and know how to refer their concerns. 

For further information, please refer to: Plashet School Safeguarding Policy  

Curriculum 

All aspects of our curriculum are designed to prepare our students for life in modern Britain. 

At Plashet School, the values promoted support the fundamental values of British Society. We 

are committed to ensuring our students are offered a broad and balanced curriculum that 

supports our students to be inquisitive learners, understand and recognise risk, practice the 

skills of reasonable and rational decision making and demonstrate acceptance of difference. 

This underpins the quality teaching and learning we offer, whilst making a positive contribution 

to the development of a fair, just and civil society. 

Explicit learning designed to support our students understanding of and response to 

extremism features within the curriculums of the following departments.  

The Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) Curriculum:  

Learning is designed to reinforce messages of tolerance and respect for others. Students learn 

to understand and respect the experiences of others. They are empowered through their 

learning to recognise intolerance and challenge extreme ethical and religious views.  

The Learning for Life (CPHSE) Curriculum:  
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Students participate in explicit learning in all Year groups. The learning is designed with 

increasing complexity to develop student's understanding of the subject between Years 7 and 

11.  

For further information, please refer to Appendix A: Learning for Life (CPSHE) Curriculum Map 

& Appendix B: Community & Digital Resilience. 

The Computing Curriculum:  

Students participate in planned learning designed to create responsible digital citizens and 

raise awareness of the danger presented by open source systems such as the internet. 

Students are taught to report any internet content that is inappropriate or of concern. 

For further information, please refer to Appendix B: Promoting Digital Resilience 

Political Literacy  

At Plashet active citizenship is promoted through the teaching of explicit political literacy. 

Active citizenship is openly encouraged. Students will engage with and learn about the British 

political process through a range learning activities integrated both into the taught and 

enrichment curriculums.  

Internet Safety 

The internet provides young people with access to a wide-range of content, some of which is 

harmful. Extremists use the internet, to share their messages, groom & recruit vulnerable 

young people. The filtering systems used in our school blocks any inappropriate content, 

including extremist content. LGfL web filtering system (Webscreen 2.0) is in place and will 

block websites containing inappropriate content. Social networking sites are also blocked in 

school by default. 

All ICT activity including open source searches and web addresses are monitored. Year 

coordinators, subject leaders and the leadership team are notified where there any 

inappropriate use is flagged. Where staff, students or visitors find any access to open source 

materials they deem to contain extremist content, it must be reported to the Headteacher or 

the designated prevent lead. Failure to do so is deemed to be in direct contravention of the 

School Safeguarding Policy. 

The school sanction system forbids the use by students of mobile telephones whilst on school 

premises. All school staff must ensure they are vigilante and observe school procedures at all 

times. Where a student or group of students are found to using mobile telephones in school, 

the member of staff must also investigate how the telephone as being used. Any suspicion 

the telephone was being used to expose students to dangerous materials or conduct an open 

source search containing extremist content it must be reported to the Head Teacher or the 

designated prevent lead immediately. 

The School E-Safety Policy refers to safeguarding against radicalisation and related extremist 

content.  
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For further information, please refer to: Plashet School E-Safety Policy. 

 

 

Staff Training 

All staff members are aware of the systems within our school which support safeguarding 

against extremism and radicalisation. This system is explained as part of all new staff 

induction. All staff members also receive appropriate child protection training including annual 

training online and ‘wrap training’ led by our local Prevent team. This training is regularly 

reviewed and updated so that all school staff members are aware of any changes in the 

behaviour of a student or group of students so that they are able to identify cases of students 

who may be in need of help or protection. 

Safer Recruitment and Selection 

Our recruitment procedures are rigorous and we follow the statutory guidance published in 

part 3 of Keeping Children Safe in Education (2015). This outlined in Section 6 of the school 

Safeguarding Policy.  

Visitors 

All links with the wider community are strictly monitored. Any application to work with links 

outside of the immediate school community is subject to the School Safeguarding Policy and 

Plashet School visit regulations respectively 

All visitors to the school are made aware of our safeguarding policy on arrival at the school 

and are informed what to do if they are concerned about any aspect of child welfare. 

We always undertake due diligence to ensure that visiting speakers are appropriate.  

For further information, please refer to: Plashet School Safeguarding Procedures. 

Gaining Approval for Visitors & Volunteers to Attend the School. 

 

Out-of-hours School Hire 

The school does not accept bookings from individuals or organisations that could be perceived 

to promote extremist views. The school will always demonstrate due diligence before agreeing 

the hire of school premises to any individual or organisation and ensure that they follow set 

guidance around safeguarding procedures. For further information, please refer to: Plashet 

School Lettings Policy.  

Referral Process 

Staff or visitors should refer any concerns using the usual methods for reporting other 

safeguarding concerns. Key Procedures are outline in Part two of the School Safeguarding 

Policy while ‘Indictors of Vulnerability to Radicalisation’ are outlined in Appendix Four of this 
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policy. In addition, the designated Prevent Lead should also be made aware of any concerns 

raised or referrals made.  

Where there are significant concerns about a student, the Designated Prevent lead in liaison 

with the Headteacher will make a referral to the appropriate body. 

For further information, please refer to: Plashet School Safeguarding Policy.  

Related Policies 

 E-Safety Policy 

 Sanctions Policy 

 Safeguarding Policy 

 Equality Policy 

 Lettings’ Policy 

 Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) Policy 

 Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural Development (SMSCD) Policy 

 Staff Code of Conduct 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 


